A preliminary investigation of an association between dental restorations and carcinoma of the tongue.
The potential association of dental restorations and tongue carcinoma was studied. We reviewed the available pretreatment dental records of 133 patients with carcinoma of the tongue seen at the British Columbia Cancer Agency between 1958 and 1992. 75 patients had teeth adjacent to the ipsilateral side of the cancer (involved side) and the contralateral (control) side of the tongue, resulting in 150 tongue/teeth pairings. Overall there was no significant association between the presence of dental fillings and tongue carcinoma, as the prevalence of bilateral dental restorations was high. Dental restorations were found in 6 patients on the involved side only. Only 1 patient developed a cancer adjacent to normal teeth with contralateral restorations. We feel that this observation merits more study. Meanwhile, careful assessment of dentition and aggressive treatment of dysplastic lesions are warranted.